Desford Community Primary School

Kirkby Road, Desford, Leicestershire LE9 9JH
Telephone: 01455 822379 Fax: 01455 823939

E-mail: office@desford.leics.sch.uk

www.desford.leics.sch.uk

Headteacher: Mr Colin Wilson

Friday 12" October 2023

Dear Parents and Carers,
RE: End of Half Term Updates

This has been a fantastic first half term with many successes and achievements to celebrate. Our
wonderful new starters in EYFS have settled into school really well, showing fantastic progress over their
first 7 weeks of school ever! The year 4s made up for lost time with their Beaumanor Hall residential,
having not been able to go on trips or residentials due to covid restrictions previously. There have been
further achievements with cross country, girls football, tag rugby and much more. Well done to all
children who have represented the school this half term.

Many thanks to all the parents who have taken the time to provide some feedback on the most recent
parent surveys. | will share the outcomes with you after the survey closes on Monday 23" October 2023.
If you have not yet responded and would like to provide us with feedback, please find the link to the
survey on our school website - https://www.desford.leics.sch.uk/communication/ When the response
rate is high, surveys help us to see what areas of school life we either need to improve or explain more
about. If you have asked further questions or made suggestions on the survey, | will also respond to these
as part of the feedback after half term.

PUMPKIN AUCTION AND PARADE: Following the success of our Be Kind Allotment in growing some lovely
pumpkins, as well as other produce, Friends of Desford Community Primary School (FODCPS) will be
hosting an online auction that starts on Tuesday 24™ until Thursday 26" October 2023. You can bid on
Pumpkins from our allotment by visiting the FODCPS Facebook page on the following link:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/381160959029149/
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On Monday 30" October, there will be a pumpkin parade and Halloween event straight after school from
3:30-5:00pm. Carved pumpkins stay fresh for 3-5 days, so with your help, we would like to host an
atmospheric Halloween event where you put your carved pumpkins on display in the main hall, and you
all come in to admire the designs. Everyone is welcome to bring their carved pumpkins in, not just winners
of the auction. After the event, you can take your own pumpkin away with you for using in your own
Halloween celebrations the following night. There will be hot dogs, a tuck shop and free teas and coffees.
We will also be showing The Nightmare Before Christmas as part of this Halloween treat! Allin the setting
of your glowing pumpkins. The event is free entry with any money from hot dogs and tuck shop going to
FODCPS. Children must be accompanied by an adult.
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COMMUNICATION & DATES: The letter at the start of this term gave an overview of how communication
works at Desford Community Primary School.

School Office/Parent Mail: Most communication comes out from the school office. Please also
ensure all messages about absence or collection arrangements are always called through to the
school office to ensure that they have been received and can be acted upon.

Class Dojo: Teachers share class news and respond to brief messages, and parents can send brief
questions or request a meeting via Class Dojo.

School Website: Information about what your children will be learning over the course of the year is
in the ‘children’ section of the website. Other information such as the latest school menu and school
policies are also on the website.

CHRISTMAS CONCERTS AND CELEBRATIONS

Next half term is full of lots of excitement and celebration. There is the EYFS nativity, KS1 Carols in the
playground, and KS2 carol concerts. The dates were circulated before the start of term, but please make
sure you have saved a space in your diary to attend these events. The dates are repeated on the following
pages.

MUSIC LESSONS

As is usual in most primary schools, 1-2-1 and small group music lessons are offered by private music
teachers or companies. These are not employees of the school, so all enquiries about lessons should be
directly with them.

NAME CONTACT INSTRUMENT LESSONS OFFERED
Jonquil Sargeant JQMusicAcademy@gmail.com Violin, Viola, Piano

Nicola Martin A& " (8)*+ , =)+ *" #/ Piano

Francesca Hatton-Murden | 08)%*&1*)+) ((""%2#$3&% , 42)%.*"'2 | Guitar

Leicestershire Music See our website (click here) Various

SCHOOL ATTENDANCE MONITORING

Children’s attendance is monitored regularly, and families are supported by the school and other
agencies when they are finding it challenging to maintain good attendance. As we move further
into the Autumn Term, schools are required to contact all families with children whose attendance
falls below 90%, reminding them about attendance requirements, and offering support to help
them to improve.

SCHOOL ADMISSIONS
The deadline for Secondary School Admissions for next academic year is 315 October 2023. Please

visit

the following website to access the portal for applying for school place.
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AND FINALLY...
Wishing you all a lovely half term and looking forward to seeing you all later this month.

Kind regards

f///ré//a

Mr C Wilson
Head Teacher


mailto:JQMusicAcademy@gmail.com
https://www.desford.leics.sch.uk/music-lessons/
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/education-and-children/schools-colleges-and-academies/school-admissions

FODCPS
FRIENDS OF DESFORD
COMMUNITY PRIMARY SCHOOL

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

If every parent would donate 1 hour of their time a
year, what a wonderful program of events we could
put on for our children and community.

FODCPS have raised thousands of pounds over the years to pay for
laptops, ipads, playground equipment, the bandstand, the Be Kind mural
and the school library. These funds are essential for providing the school
with enhancements at a time when school budgets are stretched.

If you can support us, please email FODCPS at - fodps@desford.leics.sch.uk




DCPSDiary Dates

and information

Updated ## Month Year

KeyInformation & Dates

This page provides parents and carers with ke

information and dates as a point of quick reference. If
there is information that you would like that is not listed,
please contact the school office.

The School WebsiteCalendar

This contains all planned dates and is updated regularly.

To view thecalendar or add it to your own device please click
on the following link:

https://www.desford.leics.sch.uk/school-calendar/

Assemblies& Class Visits

Children present and share learning and achievements in a yed
group assembly, and parents have the opportunity teome together
as well. Class visits are an opportunity to look at your childrenOs w
in the classroom and chat informally with the year group staff.

Assemifies |, AR enen
EYFS 14t June 2:30pm Aut2/Spr2
Year 1 3rd May 2:30pm Aut 2/Spr2
Year 2 26t April 2:30pm Aut 2/Spr2
Year 3 15th March 2:30pm Aut 2 Sum2
Year 4 1st March 2:30pm Aut 2 Sum2
Year 5 9th February 2:30pm Aut 2/Sum 1
Year 6 2nd February 2:30pm Aut 2/Sum 1

Performances/Celebrations

There are a range of performances across the school year, this is
summary of some of the bigger ones. Other events will be publicisg
in due courseand more information circulated closer to the event.

EYFS Nativity] 13 Dec 2:00pm | 14 Dec 9:30am

KS1Carols | 18 Dec 2:50pm (in the playground)
Y3/4 Carols| 19 Dec 9:15am | 19 Dec 2:15pm
Y5/6 Carols| 20 Dec 9:15am | 20 Dec 2:15pm
Year 6 Playand | 25 June 26 June 26 June
Leavers Assemblies| 5:30pm | 1:30pm | 5:30pm
Y6 Leavers Assembly 9 July 215pm

!
ParentsCEvenings& Reports

Parents evenings and reports provide information and the opportunit
to discuss attainment, progress and personal &ocial aspects of
school life with your childOs teacher.

Autumn Term:Week beginning 9" Oct2023 (by appointment)
Spring Term:Week beginning 12h Feb 2023 (by appointment)
Summer Term:End of Year Report July 202

Sports Day

Years 3/4/5/6 Tuesday 18 June- morning
EYFS/Y1/Y2 Tuesday 18 Juneb afternoon
(reserve dateb Wednesday 19 June)

Residentials
Year 2 School OSleep Ovaid® June 2024 (1 night)
Year 4 Beaumanor HalR5th b 27th September (2 nights)
Year 6 Hilltop 234 27t October 2023 (4 nights)

National Assessment Dates
Please ensure that children in the following year groups are in schod
illness permitting, for the following periods so that they are able td
complete the national assessments that they are required talo in
their year group.

EYES EYFS NationaBaseline Assessment:

29t August to 6" October 2023
Year 1 | Phonics Screening CheckiOthbl4th May 2024
Year 2 | KS1 SATS1stB24th May 2024
Year 4 | Multiplication Tables Check3r¢bl4th June 2024
Year 6 | KS2 SATS13thPl7th May 2024

Communication & Engagement

In additi~on to the website assemblies, class visits, performances
parentsO evenings and reports, there are several other ways in wh
parental communication and engagement is enabled.

¥ ParentMail and Class Dojoare the main forms of written
communication B information about these is in the general
information on the following pages.

The classroom door Staff welcome brief questions and
queries at the end of the school day. Please approacstaff at the
classroom door when they have finished seeing chiten out.
Face to face or phone call Where more time or privacy is
needed, please arrange a mutually ageeable time to meet face
to face orto have a phone call.

School VolunteersAfter completing a safeguarding induction,
we welcome parent volunteers to assist with reading or othej
tasks in the classroom to gain experience in schools or simply t
be more involved with school life.

Open morningstrips : Parents will sometimes be invited to
help out with activities with the children in schoolor on school
trips, giving asnapshotof what it is like to be a child at DCPS.

Pupil Sickness and Diarrhoea

Please remember to keep your child off for a full 48 hours in
the event of sickness or diarrhoea. These are Public Health
recommendations in order to minimise the chances of
spreading germs. Guidance for this and other conditions can

be found byclicking here.
We appreciate that this can cause inconvenience to your own

work patterns, butunfortunately, we have to treat most cases
the same.

¥



https://www.desford.leics.sch.uk/school-calendar/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/health-protection-in-schools-and-other-childcare-facilities/children-and-young-people-settings-tools-and-resources
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Term dates for the academic yeaR023-24

!
AUTUMN TERM

Staff Inset Day Thursday 24th August 2023

Staff Inset Day Friday 25th August 2023

August Bank Holiday Monday 28th August 2023

School Open Tuesday 29th August 2023

Mid-Term Break Monday 16th October 2023 to Friday 20th October 2023
Disaggregated Day Friday 1st December 2023 (closed to staff and children)
End of Term Friday22nd December 2023

SPRING TERM

School Open Monday 8th January 2024

Mid-Term Break Monday 19th February 2024 to Friday 23rd February 2024
End of Term Friday 22nd March 2024

SUMMER TERM

School Open Monday 8th April 2024

May Day Monday 6th May 2024

Mid-Term Break Monday 27th May 2024 to Friday 31st May 2024
End of Term Wednesday 10th July 2024

A closure day to staff and children has been built into the Autumn Term (Friday 1st December
2023). This closure dayhas been added to the end of the summer term meaning that school will

close on Wednesday 10thluly 2024 instead of Tuesday 9th July 2024.
!

Term dates for the academic year 2@4-25

AUTUMN TERM

Staff Inset Day Thursday 2Nd August 2024

Staff Inset Day Friday 234 August 2024

August Bank Holida Monday 26" August 2024

SchoolOpen Tuesday 27 August 2024

Mid-Term Break Monday 21st October2024 to Friday 25t October 2024
Disaggregated Day Friday 29h November2024 (closed tostaff and children)
End of Term Friday 20t December 2024

SPRING TERM

Staff Inset Day Monday 6h January2025

School Open Tueday 7th January 205

Mid-Term Break Monday 17th February 2025 to Friday21st February 205
End of Term Friday11t April 2025

SUMMER TERM

School Open Monday 28th April 2025

May Day Monday5th May 2025

Mid-Term Break Monday 26t May 2025 to Friday 30t May 2025

End of Term Thursday10th July 2025

A closure day to staff and children has been built into the Autumn Term (Frid@@th November
2023). This closure dayhas been added to the end of the summer term meaning that school will
close onThursday10th July 2025 instead of Wednesday 9th July 20%5.



